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Significance of the Study 
Horaefinding is the process of recruiting, studying, and selecting 
families to care for children who need placement. The prospective board¬ 
ing parents offer their homes as a service to the agency. The agency does 
not assume responsibility for helping them to find a child though these 
parents are willing and able to give one good care. Rather, families are 
chosen because they can give assistance to the agency while it carries out 
its function, which is to give boarding care to children under satisfactory 
conditions*^ 
Foster parents approaching an agency to make application are 
almost always people with some unmet need in their lives. This 
statement need not be viewed with alarm. It does not imply that 
they are frustrated, maladjusted, or unhappy, but only that they 
are seeking answers to some lack which they feel.2 
A foster family is defined as being a cultural unit, located in a 
community, which relies heavily on local community resources for itself and 
the foster child. This family is chosen because a particular child will be 
able to derive some therapeutic value from the family's emotional pat¬ 
terns 
Working with foster families is based on knowledge of their 
reality situations and what these mean, of their motivation for 
wanting a foster child, and of the dynamics in their personal- 
1 
Henrietta Gordon, Casework Services for Children (Boston, 1956), 
p. 122. 
2 
Jean Chamley, The Art of Child Placement (Minneapolis, 1955)* 
p. 1U5. 
3 
Martin Gula, Child Caring Institutions (Washington, 1958), p. 8. 
1 
2 
ities and family interrelationships .-*■ 
"This is necessary for planning the right placement for the child, and for 
educating the foster family -while they care for the child and a fruitful 
O 
experience is thus granted the foster family."^ 
If a case worker is to work successfully with foster parents, she 
must think about the kinds of people who become foster parents and why they 
are drawn to this hard, challenging, satisfying, work*^ 
Factual information is needed to make suitable arrangements 
for the child's adequate physical care and comfort and also to 
indicate sources of possible emotional stress to the child from 
difficult reality situations*^ 
It is felt that in the last decade the qualifications of foster home 
applicants have changed somewhat. More emphasis has been placed on human 
and personal qualities and decreased emphasis on intellectual and finan¬ 
cial factors*^ 
It was the author's feeling that the changes that come about in the 
kinds of people who are approved as foster parents necessitate the case 
worker's awareness of these factors in planning for each child's placement 
individually, and in working with foster parents following placement. 
It was her intention to indicate the changes in the hope that such informa¬ 
tion will be helpful to the field of social work in providing a more reward- 
1 
Esther Glickman, Child Placement Through Clinically Oriented Case¬ 




Charaley, og. cit., p. 1U5 
k 
Glickman, og. cit., p. 169 
Richard Wittenborn, The Placement of Adoptive Children (Springfield, 
Illinois, 1957), p. U5. 
3 
lag experience for the child and foster parents through foster care. 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of the study was to examine and compare characteristics 
in an attempt to determine if there have been any significant changes in 
the kinds of people who have become foster parents at the Bureau for Child 
Care in a decade. 
Method of Procedure 
All pertinent material on characteristics of foster parents was read. 
This included books, pamphlets, and articles pertaining to the subject. 
Cases studied were chosen from two sources. Those for the year 1959 
were obtained from a file in the office of the Supervisor of Homefinding. 
Since this file dates back only to 1955# case numbers for the year 19U9 
were obtained from a file in the record room of the agency. Sampling at 
equal intervals was utilized to select the cases. For the year 1959# from 
a total of twenty-nine cases, the first and every other case thereafter 
was used, making a sample of fifteen cases. For the year 19U9# from a 
total of thirty-one cases, every other case was used, making a sample of 
sixteen cases. A total of thirty-one cases was used in the study. These 
cases were chosen from only those homes that were approved during those 
years. The time period of ten years was used, as the author felt it would 
take at least this length of time to adequately determine any significant 
changes. 
The study done by Mrs. Helen Dobard at Atlanta University School of 
Social Work in 1959# entitled, WA Study of Certain Characteristics of Fos¬ 
ter Home Applicants at the Bureau for Child Care”, was referred to and 
U 
found to be quite similar in nature. The purpose of the two studies was 
about the same. Differences were seen in the sample used, though the 
length of time between the samples being compared was the same. 
Mrs. Dobard studied seven characteristics of foster parentsî 
motivation for wanting a child, social interest, educational status, 
economic status, family constellation and physical standards, emotional 
environment and religious status* In addition to the seven characteristics 
mentioned, several others were studied in order to give a more detailed and 
complete picture of these foster parents* 
Though the method used in this study was quite similar to the one 
used by Mrs. Dobard, a more detailed schedule was devised to record all of 
the information about the foster parents* This study included a more 
extensive review of the literature and also classified the charactistics 
studied into two groupst personal characteristics of the foster parents and 
their characteristics as foster parents* 
A schedule was used to record the data gathered from reading the 
records. The application blank which is issued by the Child Welfare 
League of America and used by the agency was employed in devising this 
schedule* A pretest of the schedule was made on a random sample of six 
cases* This was done to determine the adequacy of the schedule. 
Scope and Limitations 
This study was limited to the files at the Bureau for Child Care in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This was only one of the many agencies which 
provide foster home care. The cases used involved only two years in the 
many years of the agency's service to the community. Only thirty-one cases 
were used, a relatively small proportion of the total foster homes approved 
by the agency* 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Foster Family Care as a Child Welfare Service 
Foster family care is one of the child welfare services which carry 
out society's responsibility for the welfare of children. It is provided 
through organized social agencies on the community or state level. These 
agencies are supported through the allocation of tax funds or through 
voluntary contributions 
Foster family care is the child welfare service which provides 
substitute family life for a period of time for a child who has to 
be separated from his natural or legal parents, together -with 
casework and other treatment services needed by the child and his 
parents. For the child who can use it, it offers the best 
opportunity for healthy development in accordance with the goals 
of family centered society.2 
There have been some alterations in the service rendered through 
foster family care in the past two decades, as a result of many changes. 
These changes are seen in social conditions, in concepts regarding the 
responsibility of society to children, in characteristics of children 
requiring care away from their own homes, and in scientific knowledge 
■3 
regarding child developments 
When a child has to be separated from his parents, very 
often there are tragic after effects. The scars that the child 
received from this experience are often quite deep and the 
effects of the separation often cannot be reversed, though the 
child may have had a successful experience in being reared by 
substitute parents. For this reason, the decision to remove a 
1 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 
Service (New York, 1959), p. 1. 
2 
7 
child from his own home must not be made in haste, and only after 
the situation has been thoroughly examined and no alternative 
seems possible*1 
The children who are unable to live with their families and for whom 
placement in a foster home is usually considered fall into four categories: 
children whose parents are a direct danger to them; children who are orphans 
without relatives; children whose parents are unknown; and children whose 
parents have been unable to keep them because of illness or who have been 
committed to a prison*^ 
Foster family care is the service which should be utilized 
for the majority of children who cannot be otherwise assured 
parental care in their own homes and who can accept other family 
ties, participate in family life,, attend community schools and 
live in the community without danger to themselves or others* 
These children include those with normal developmental needs 
and some with special needs and problems*3 
As yet, knowledge is still too limited to enable the case¬ 
worker to immediately diagnose a child as needing boarding home 
care as opposed to institutional care - or vice versa. 
Bearing in mind what we know now of the basic needs of a 
child, caseworkers hold that children who grow and develop in a 
family should have the advantages of a boarding home when they 
cannot be cared for in their own homes. All children under six 
years of age require the individual care and attention possible 
only in a family, and, therefore, should not be subjected to 
group care. School age children who are intellectually equal to 
the school programs, emotionally able to accept the personal 
attention of the foster parents, and who can participate suffi¬ 
ciently in the give-and-take of family life not to hurt others, 
of foster family care if they need 
1 
Gückmanr op. cit«, p. v. 
2 
Charnley, eg. çit., p« 1U6. 
3 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 
Service (New York, 1959), P* 7» 
h 
Gordon, og. clt., p. 89 
8 
Though the needs of the individual child must be considered before an 
appropriate placement is made, this decision is based on many factors* 
Several of these factors are* the child’s relationship to his own family, 
the strength and permanence of the emotional ties which bind him to them, 
as well as his age, physical and mental condition, temperament and habits* 
Some parent-child relationships cannot be adjusted to a natural home, and 
cannot be adjusted to any placement situation* Substitute care is not good 
for every child but on the other hand, his home may not be either*^ 
Homefinding 
Foster homefinding is defined as the way of recruiting and studying 
family homes for children who mist live away from their own homes because 
of disrupted child-parent relationships. In the recruitment and selection 
of foster homes, certain essentials are looked fort sound well-integrated 
families capable of offering a child a stable experience in family and 
community living, with the capacity to love and accept a child not their 
own, able to accept the agency’s ultimate responsibility for the child 
2 
during placement* 
The success of foster family care depends to a great extent on find¬ 
ing the right kind of foster home which involves the use of skilled case¬ 
work methods. In several instances new and inexperienced workers have had 
the task of homefinding which often gives them responsibility for which 
1 
Hazel Fredericksen, The Child and His Welfare(San Francisco, 19U8), 
p. 152* 
2 
"Some Principles Basic in Homefinding,'’ Child Welfare, XXIX 
(December, 1901), p. li+. 
9 
they are unqualified. Well-trained, qualified workers are able to assume 
the degree of responsibility which is necessary to make such decisions as 
are involved in homefinding. The value of foster family care depends on 
finding suitable homes and the correct matching of child and family.^ 
Though the agency’s main objective is to find suitable homes, it is 
also concerned with helping the foster parents to gain satisfaction in 
2 
rendering this service* 
In order to do this, the caseworker has to have a clear 
understanding of the aims and methods of giving this service, 
the motives of those who come to offer their homes for the 
boarding care of children, and what the agency has to expect 
of all boarding parents themselves and in relation to the 
particular child who may be placed in their home. These form 
the basis for the criteria in selecting homes*3 
The social agency is interested in homes which will provide a healthy 
and normal development for a particular child. The agency also considers 
several factors such as the financial situation, housing conditions, 
neighborhood, housekeeping standards, in addition to the educational, 
spiritual and religious background* 
Even though today the physical attributes of the home are 
not the main consideration, still there is need to give this 
aspect of the home its due share of consideration. The child’s 
physical needs must be met, and the home study must determine 
whether or not in this respect the home can meet minimum 
standards. Often the physical environment has important emo¬ 
tional value for the child and may act as a constructive or 
destructive catalyst on the emotional forces operating in the 
home.*1 
1 
Fredericksen, og. cit», p. 183* 
2 




Hazel Fredericksen, og. cit*, p. 159* 
10 
Homefinding has passed through various stages. It began -with the 
moralistic approach. During this stage the foster home was considered 
either good or bad with no degrees in between* It was up to the home- 
finder to measure the goodness or badness which was based primarily on 
superficial evidence* During this time it was felt that once the home was 
selected it was always right and if the child who was placed in the home 
failed, it was the child's fault and not that of the home*^ 
The "invaluable" outline then came into use. Every home 
was evaluated by this outline which was quite specific and 
complete* The workers felt this was the only way to knew a 
home* Only a superficial picture of the family was known, 
and the worker did not often have an awareness of the family 
interrelationships and other emotional aspects of the family* 
Since the advent of psychiatric influence in social case¬ 
work, homefinding has benefited greatly through recognition 
of the importance of emotional forces in the home. The home- 
finder now realizes it is necessary to study the home in order 
to get some insight into the motivations of foster parents and 
into intrafamilial relationships• Thus, she finds that the 
determination of a proper home does not rest on a measuring of 
goodness or badness but depends on an understanding of what 
motivates certain behavior and how this will affect the foster 
child* The home is looked at in terms of its interactive 
potentialities. Thus, homefinding has become a living, dynam¬ 
ic part of casework - a most essential part of a foster home 
program*^ 
To select homes, or more accurately, to select parents for 
children requires an exacting combination of warmth and objectiv¬ 
ity* Every homefinder, therefore, needs a philosophy behind her, 
a conviction that her job is worthwhile and a belief in her right 
to work as she does*3 
Many factors enter into the degree of excellence with which child 






Dorothy Hutchinson, "Homefinding Trends," Child Welfare, XXXII 
(May, 1953), p. 3* 
11 
empathize and communicate with children, a knowledge of the method and 
philosophies of child placement, are important elements in helping social 
workers and children face placement*^ 
Homefinders are hard to find, and once they are found it is hard for 
an agency to keep them* This is because the homefinders often have much 
pressure put on them from the staff to find homes and the expectations of 
the staff are too high, Many homefinders did not have the psychological 
satisfaction that comes from helping an individual because of the short 
term service rendered by the homefinder* The necessity of passing judgment 
on prospective foster families as to their possible suitability often 
produced too much emotional strain on the homefinder* 
Foster home placement is not a science, it is an art, and 
a very unpredictable one at times* The chemistry of mixing 
human beings together is most delicate* Social workers have 
turned eagerly and hungrily to the social sciences to help 
them sharpen their tools so they will know better what kinds 
of humans to bring together* There are some varying degrees 
of helpfulness but in the last analysis, the decision is 
reached by a blending of human intelligence, intuition, expe¬ 
rience, courage and luck*3 
Acceptance of foster families for such a high responsibility rests 
on more than a search for adequate physical surroundings and a superficial 
appraisal of competence, leaving the remainder of the task of finding and 
creating the right environment for the particular child to chance or guess¬ 
work* While all the elements in such situations, especially as it involves 
work with human beings, cannot be known - for what they mean or even for 
1 
Charnley, op* cit>, p* vii, 
2 
Dorothy Hutchinson, In Quest of Foster Parents, (New York, 19k3), 
3 
Ibid., p* 188. 
12 
their very existence - what man has already learned about human behavior 
and interaction should be used as guiding principles in acquiring knowledge 
of foster families and how to work with them.^ Foster placement requires 
professional skill to fit together the foster parents’ demands with the 
child's emotional, intellectual, and physical needs in order that they 
might make the best possible adjustment and satisfaction for all concerned* 
Among the various types of foster homes the one which plays a major 
role in present child care practice is the boarding home. In this situa¬ 
tion the foster parents receive payment for their service from parents, 
relatives, guardian of the child, juvenile court, or the social agency 
which places the child. Free foster homes in which foster parents do not 
receive any remuneration are rare today, because these families are often 
unwilling to submit to the standards, conditions, and supervision of the 
social agency or to the special needs of the child; however, sectarian 
agencies sometimes find free homes* Wage homes (or work homes) in which 
the older child is maintained in exchange for work he does for the family 
O 
with which he is placed are scarcely used in child placing today. 
1 
Glickman, op* cit., pp. 152-3* 
2 




The Bureau for Child Care, formerly known as the Bureau for Colored 
Children, was organized by Mrs. Syrene Evelyn Benjamin in March of 1927* 
She was aware of the need for additional foster care for Negro children in 
Philadelphia aid also realized the need for a sponsoring organization. 
With the latter consideration in mind, Mrs. Benjamin successfully interest¬ 
ed a group of public-minded citizens in this venture she was about to under¬ 
take* 
In the beginning, Mrs. Benjamin worked with the assistance of only 
two persons. One was a housemother and the other did the job of caseworker, 
office worker, and wherever else she was needed. The latter person, Mrs. 
Ada B, Carter, eventually became Executive Director of the agency* 
When Mrs. Benjamin became very ill in July, 1929, and died in Novem¬ 
ber, she was unable to see many of her dreams realized. On November 2£, 
1929, only eleven days after Mrs. Benjamin's death, the Bureau was incor¬ 
porated and received a Pennsylvania state charter. When the agency was 
granted the charter, the Board of Directors felt that their efforts had 
been recognized. It had taken them two and one half years to achieve this. 
Before the agency received its first child, a Board of Directors was 
formed. These persons were civic leaders, and had some deep convictions 
- 
Edith J. Johnson, "The Growth and Development of the Bureau for 
Colored Children" (Unpublished Master's thesis, School of Social Work, 
Atlanta University, 1955) P» 57. 
13 
regarding children. The Board seemed aware of the need f or long-range 
planning from its beginning. This awareness in addition to sensitiveness 
regarding matters of agency helped them to function effectively after the 
death of Mrs. Benjamin. Mrs. Benjamin was the first Executive Secretary 
of the agency. After Mrs. Eenjamin's death, Mrs. Ada B. Carter, now Mrs. 
Ada B. Harris, was appointed Executive Secretary. 
During the depression came the need for more children to be placed 
in foster care. Many families who were once well-organized began to face a 
crisis. The families who had the strength were able to withstand the 
crisis, those who were not, turned to any available community resource. All 
of those who were connected with the agency in addition to other interested 
persons became concerned when the depression was felt by the agency. In the 
midst of all of this everyone became conscious of the child, his needs and 
problems, and how these problems could be met. As more children were being 
committed to the agency for care from Juvenile Court, the Bureau expanded 
its services* 
In 1936, the McManus estate, a ninety-eight acre farm at Pomeroy, 
Pennsylvania, was purchased by the Bureau to be used as a Farm and Voca¬ 
tional school for maladjusted adolescent boys. This institution met the 
need of the Negro boy who could best be served through a program of this 
kind, which included the boy who was beginning to become delinquent, the 
runaway, the truant, and those involved in petty stealing and malicious 
mischief* 
In 19U3, the Bureau was admitted to the Community Chest. The income 
received from this source subsidized the agency's earned income. With the 
additional income the agency was able to increase its services. 
As the need for additional space became compulsory, a new location 
was sought* The Board of Directors decided on the Allerdice School for 
Girls located at 321 North IfLst Street* This site had been used for the 
care of white girls for many years* As the neighborhood was becoming 
predominantly Negro, the school gave its furnishings and equipment to the 
Bureau* The agency is presently located in this site* 
With the trend toward integration, the Board of Directors 
began to discuss the advisability of changing the Bureau’s 
name in order that the name will no longer designate racial 
identity* The name Bureau for Child Care was decided upon* 
There was a change made in the Charter and By-Laws. After 
receiving clearance from the Bureau for Child Care Services, 
Department of Public Welfare, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
these changes were filed with the Court* These were approved 
and in June, 1955, a public announcement was made at the 
Founder’s Day celebration*^ 
Services and Facilities 
The Bureau for Child Care renders service to relatively normal 
children who, for various reasons, need care away from their own parents, 
either temporarily or for a long period of time. Referrals for considera¬ 
tion and study are accepted from many sources, including parents, the 
2 
Department of Public Welfare and the Juvenile Court* 
Most of the children live in foster homes on a boarding basis. This 
procedure is followed in order to give the children a chance to grow up in 
a family group* A limited number of children are given temporary care in 
the Shelter which is located at the agency's headquarters* These children 




The Staff, "Bureau for Child Care", (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
Bureau for Child Care, I960), p* 1* Mimeographed. 
16 
future planning and placement. There is no adoption program as a part of 
the agency. 
The Bureau for Child Care has solved the problem of needless medical 
expenses to a great extent primarily through the establishment of its own 
medical and dental clinics, which serve for diagnostic and partial treat¬ 
ment purposes. Likewise, services are rendered by private doctorst hos¬ 
pitals, hospital out-patient clinics and community clinics. Thus, we can 
see through careful administration, the independent treatment of illness 
is accomplished without too much difficulty. 
There are two psychologists in part-time employment in addition to 
a student assistant, whose main duties are to test those children referred 
to them by the social worker. Working closely with the psychologist, the 
caseworker can plan the best type of action or therapy for a particular 
child. The agency also works closely with community mental health agencies 
for the well-being of its children who are being treated there 
The Bureau for Child Care is located in a three-story building* Two 
floors in addition to the basement are used as the administration building. 
The third floor of the agency comprises the Shelter. There is sleeping 
capacity for twenty-two children here. A second building is attached to 
this one. The first floor is used as an assembly room for board meetings, 
staff meetings, et cetera and the upper two floors as temporary quarters 
for a staff person. A health services building is also located on the 
grounds. It houses the medical and dental clinics upstairs, with the lower 
floor used as a laundry* 
1 
17 
Under the administration of the Bureau for Child Care, located forty- 
five miles west of Philadelphia, in Chester County, is the Farm and Voca¬ 
tional School, commonly referred to as Pomeroy# This is a group residence 
for twenty-five boys who are unable to live in limits provided by the home, 
school and community 
1 
Interview with Mrs. Edith J. -Johnson (Bureau for Child Care, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 2, 1961#) 
CHAPTER IV 
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS AS FOSTER PARENTS 
Age 
TABLE 1 












20-29 1 1 2 0 0 0 
30-39 2 1 3 h 3 7 
U0-U9 11 5 16 7 7 1H 
50-39 2 6 8 h 3 7 
60-69 0 1 1 0 1 1 
Total 161 Ik 30 151 1U 29 
^In this and subsequent tables there are more foster mothers than 
foster fathers because in 19U9 there is one separated mother and one widow 
and also one widow in 1959* 
There is a general feeling that people over sixty do not make good 
foster parents primarily because of their serious shortcomings, though 
families in their fifties are among the most useful* The latter families 
become "grandparent substitutes" to those children who are very much attach¬ 
ed to their parents. This type of substitute does not seem to threaten 
them as much as if they were "parent substitutes"* Foster parents in their 
late twenties and early thirties might become "married sister substitutes" 
for adolescents9 In this way these parents might also be less threatening 
18 
19 
to some children.^ 
The majority of the parents at the Bureau for Child Care during both 
the years 19k9 and 1959 fell in the age range from forty to fifty years of 
age. There were very few during either year at the age extremes. 
Education 
TABLE 2 












School 6 9 15 5 7 12 
High 
School 7 1 8 8 6 Hi 
College 1 1 2 1 0 1 
Other 
Training 1 2 3 1 1 2 
Not 
Stated 1 1 2 0 0 0 
Total 16 Hi 30 15 H; 29 
Educational achievement of the child's own family, whether 
limited or advanced should not influence the selection of a 
family. The home selected should be one in which the child will 
have the opportunity to develop his own capacities, and where he 
is not forced to meet the unrealistic expectations of the foster 
parents ..2 
Chamley, oja* cit., p. 150. 
2 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Adoption Service 
(New York, 1959), p. ii6. 
20 
High school educations were more prevalent among foster parents in 
the 1959 group than those of 19U9* On the other hand, there was one more 
foster parent who had received specialized training in 19U9 than in 1959* 
Religion 
TABLE 3 












Baptist 13 13 26 10 10 20 
Methodist 2 1 3 3 3 6 
Episcopal 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Catholic 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Pentecostal 0 0 0 1 1 2 
Total 16 lU 30 15 lit 29 
Serious thought must be given to the part that religion plays in the 
lives of people today, especially as it affects the rearing of children* 
"The religious observances and views of the foster parents, in their broad 
social aspects should be noted*"'*' 
There was no significant difference in the religion of the foster 
parents during 19U9 and 1959 at the agency. Most of them belonged to the 
Baptist church with the next highest number belonging to the Methodist church. 
Ï 
Walter Friedlander, og. cit*, p. 3U0. 
21 
Occupation and Income 
TABLE U 






1- 5 h 2 6 
6-10 2 0 2 
11-15 2 1 3 
16-20 h 9 13 
21-25 2 1 3 
26-30 0 1 1 
Total lh lh 28 
Usually a foster father is employed in some line of work that does 
not bring complete financial security to his family. More often than not, 
he has worked for the same firm for many, many, years, and he feels 
satisfaction and pride in his work* He has a loyalty to his employers and 
a feeling that his company is doing important work. The fact that he does 
not make enough money to meet his family's standards (which are usually 
simple) leaves him with no bitterness or unrest. He will probably think 
he is much better off than many people and feel that he is fortunate 
The foster fathers at the agency were employed in a variety of occupations 
with most of them being on the unskilled and semi-skilled levels. In 19U9 
1 
22 
the length of time the foster fathers had worked at their individual occupa¬ 
tions was fairly evenly distributed over a period of less than five years 
to a period of twenty five years. In 1959, the distribution was uneven with 
the majority of foster fathers having worked at their individual occupations 
for a duration of sixteen to twenty years. 
TABLE 5 
STUDY SAMPLE BY FAMILY INCOME 
19k9 1959 Total 
$2,000 - $2,999 6 1 7 
$3,000 - $3,999 3 h 7 
$li,000 - $U,999 h 7 11 
$5,000 - $5,999 2 1 3 
$6,000 - $6,999 0 0 0 
$7,000 - $7,999 1 0 1 
$8,000 - $8,999 0 2 2 
Total 16 15 31 
Many foster parents in 19U9 had less than $3,000 income whereas only 
one foster family in 1959 had this income. Many of the foster parents in 
1959 had an income between $U,000 - $U,999* No foster parents in 19U9 had 
an income of $8,000 whereas two foster families in 1959 did* 
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TABLE 6 
STUDY SAMPLE BY OCCUPATION OF FOSTER MOTHER 
—- 19h9 1959 Total 
Housewife 8 11 19 
Domestic 1 1 2 
Nurse 0 1 1 
Beautician 2 1 3 
Teacher 0 1 1 
Laundress 2 0 2 
Power Machine Operator 1 0 1 
Insurance Saleslady 1 0 1 
Cook 1 0 1 
Total 16 15 31 
"Ordinarily it should be expected that the foster mother should not 
be employed outside the home, so that she will be available for the mother¬ 
ing which the foster child requires "The foster mother is not a career 
woman* It rarely occurs to her, for example, to solve her financial prob- 
o 
lems by taking a job outside the home*" Several of the foster mothers at 
the Bureau for Child Care were employed outside of the home and a few were 
employed in the home. It was interesting to note that most of the foster 
mothers who were enployed at the time they were approved as foster mothers 
- 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 
Service (New York, 1959), p» 36* 
2 
Chamley, op» cit», p» 172# 
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continued their employment throughout the time the children were in their 
homes* Only in three instances, two in 1959 and one in 19U9, did they 
discontinue working upon the arrival of foster children* There were more 
foster mothers employed outside of the home in 19U9 than there were in 
1959* The types of work that they did were varied* 
Nature of the Marital Relationship 
TABLE 7 
STUDY SAMPLE BY NUMBER CF TEARS MARRIED 
Years 19h9 1959 Total 
1- 5 1 2 3 
6-10 3 2 5 
11-15 1 1 2 
16-20 2 h 6 
21-25 h 1 5 
26-30 2 3 5 
31-35 1 1 2 
Total Hi lii 28 
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TABLE 8 















One 12 11 23 13 9 22 
Two h U 8 2 5 7 
Total 16 15 31 15 lit 29 
“Foster parents should be persons who have worked out a satisfactory 
and stable marital relationship, without severe problems in their sexual 
identification or in their relationship with each other*M^ "It is general¬ 
ly accepted that the foster parents who are normally gratified in their own 
lives, especially in areas of love and achievement will be the most 
2 
satisfactory foster parents*” The foster parents at the Bureau for Child 
Care seem to have worked out for themselves relatively stable relationships. 
Only a few of them had been married more than once. There was only a 
slight difference between the foster parents of 19k9 and 1959 in the num¬ 
ber of years they had been married. In 19U9 there was one widow and one 
separated individual, whereas in 1959 there was only one widow. 
1 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 
Service (New York, 1959), p. 3U» 
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STUDY SAMPLE BY FAMILY CONSTELLATION 
19b9 1999 Total 
No others in home 3 3 6 
Own children 1 k 5 
Roomers 2 0 2 
Relatives 3 1 u 
Children in home and 
outside home 3 1 b 
Children outside home 2 b 6 
Children at home, outside home, 
and relatives in home 1 1 2 
Children outside home, relatives 
and roomers in home 1 0 1 
Children outside home, 
relatives in home 0 1 1 
Total 16 19 31 
The agency will usually want a complete family as a boarding family, 
though in some instances a widow with or without children may possess the 
qualities which will be desirable to help a particular child. In most in¬ 
stances, however, the home has a father, mother, and children with the 
understanding that the presence of a foster child in the home will have 
its effect on every member.^- nThe presence of another child or children 
in the home, either own or foster children, should be taken into account as 
Ï 
Gordon, Dp. cit#, p. 126. 
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they may be affected by or have an effect upon, another child.”^ There 
was no difference in the number of foster parents who had no one else 
living in the home. Relatives and roomers were present in several homes 
both in 19U9 and in 1959 with the absence of roomers seen in 1959* 
1 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 




STUDY SAMPLE BY PERSONALITY OF FOSTER PARENTS 
Foster Mother Foster Father 
19h9 1959 Total 19U9 1959 Total 
Pleasant, -warm and kind 13 9 22 0 0 0 
Cold and formal 1 1 2 0 0 0 
Congenial, realistic 
and mature 1 3 k 0 0 0 
Affectionate and 
friendly 1 1 2 0 0 0 
Sophisticated, aloof, 
and insensitive 0 1 1 0 0 0 
Warm, mature and 
understanding 0 0 0 9 5 lii 
Sincere, stable, and 
outgoing 0 0 0 3 3 6 
Frank, and business¬ 
like 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Pleasant and considerate 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Friendly, not too frank 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Warm, mature, under¬ 
standing, forthright 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Sincere, stable, well- 
adjusted, outgoing 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Pleasant, considerate 
and dignified 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Warm, mature, under¬ 
standing and conscien¬ 
tious 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total 16 15 31 111 Hi 28 
29 
Foster parents should be selected on the basis of having personal 
characteristics and relationships which will make it possible for them to 
undertake and perform the responsibilities entailed in caring for children, 
particularly those who have their own parents, in providing continuity of 
care, and in working with a social agency. It is presumed that foster 
parents should be persons who give a feeling of caring about others and 
being responsive to them*^ 
Many of the foster parents seemed to possess the same kinds of 
personality traits. The foster mothers seemed to possess similar traits 
which were somewhat different from those which described the foster fathers. 
Very few foster mothers were described as cold, or aloof* More foster 
fathers were described as being mature and stable than were foster mothers. 
More foster parents in 19b9 were described as being warm, pleasant and 
understanding than were those in 1959. 
CHAPTER V 
CHARACTERISTICS AS FOSTER PARENTS 
Foster parents hardly differ from own parents unless possibly, on the 
average, they may have a little more enthusiasm for children, since they 
have gone out of their way to secure the presence of youngsters in their 
homes instead of merely accepting those who came to them. The bond between 
foster parents and child is never of quite the same quality as that of the 
natural family. It may appear to be just as strong, and to give just as 
much happiness to the persons involved.^- 
Ideas on Child Rearing 
Foster parents should have the ability to look at the child's behav¬ 
ior as a natural result of his make-up and experience, rather than as an 
infraction of moral rules, or a deviation from adult convention. There 
should be a consistency of viewpoint and discipline. The consistency of 
viewpoint seems more important than the actual discipline itself, since 
every clinic or child-placing agency can point to successful homes with very 
diverse views on discipline. One primary factor in the child's security 
is an attitude of interested affection on the part of the foster parents* 
Foster parents should be able to find satisfaction in the child's develop¬ 
ing abilities, and this satisfaction will permit the child more freedom to 
2 
grow* 
Love seemed to have an important part in these foster parents' ideas 
- 
Sayles, og* cit*, p* 7» 
2 
Charnley, on. cit*, pp. lM-llif>* 
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on child rearing. In 19k9f five parents gave this feeling as being impor¬ 
tant as compared with ten parents in 1959» Love was combined with several 
other ideas by these foster parents* Deprivation of some desired item or 
activity was thought by four parents in 19U9 and none in 1959 to be a more 
effective way of disciplining than corporal punishment. Six foster parents 
in 19U9 and none in 1959 mentioned the importance of recognizing individual 
differences and working with them accordingly. No foster parents in 19li9 
and only two foster parents in 1959 felt that they should be on the child's 
level and play an active part in the child's life. On the other hand, only 
two foster parents, one in 19U9 and one in 1959» felt that firm, rigid 
discipline was the most effective. Ten of the foster parents in 19U9 and 
three in 1959 who did not mention love or rigid discipline as important had 
ideas as patience, understanding and the child's having respect for his 
elders. More foster parents in 19U9 gave this opinion than any other 
opinion -whereas in 1959 more foster parents combined love with other ideas 
in their opinions. 
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Experience in Child Rearing 
TABLE 11 
STUDY SAMPLE BY EXPERIENCE IN CHILD REARING 
19h9 1959 Total 
Reared or rearing own children 5 5 10 
Reared or rearing own children 
and relatives 3 2 5 
Reared own children and others 3 0 3 
Reared or rearing relatives 1 U 5 
Reared others 1 0 l 
Past employment involved rearing 
children 0 l l 
Past employment involved rearing 
children and reared relatives 2 2 h 
None 1 1 2 
Total 16 15 31 
Some practical experience with children as well as an emotional 
interest in them is to be desired in foster parents. A woman who is in¬ 
terested in children as growing minds and personalities will do a better 
job than one who considers them as dolls or kittens or puppies. The person 
who feels that she may have something to learn is usually more promising 
than one who is positive that she knows all there is to be known about 
rearing children. This last point, however, may be overemphasized, for 
experience does tend to give confidence, and confidence is a great asset 
in dealing with children.^ 
Ï 
Sayles, o£. clt., p. 25# 
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The number of foster parents who had no experience in rearing children 
was the same during both years. More foster parents in 1959 "were involved 
in rearing children other than relatives* A few foster mothers reared 
children as an occupation. It was interesting to note that those foster 
mothers who did this as an occupation had no children of their own, however, 
some helped to rear relatives. More foster parents in 19U9 were involved 
with rearing relatives than in 1959* 
Reasons for Wanting to Board Foster Children 
TABLE 12 
STUDY SAMPLE BY STATED REASONS FOR WANTING TO 
BOARD FOSTER CHILDREN 
191*9 
Children out of the home and parents 
like to have children around home 3 
No children and would like to have some 5 
Helped rear relatives' children and 
missed having own children 2 
Companionship for foster mother 1 
Help foster children and own children 
by having to share parents 1 
Feel they could be of service to 
some needy children 1 
Child to take the place of daughter 
that i d 0 
Have no children and feel now in a 
position to offer a child a home 0 
Daughter interested in children, 
will stay home mo e 0 












Total 15 16 31 
3U 
A generation ago there were probably many women who went into baby 
farming for profit, as there were many persons of both sexes who took boys 
and girls and treated them as slaves. We cannot boast that either of these 
types of enterprise has been entirely eliminated, indeed in certain commu¬ 
nities they are undoubtedly still present; but well-conducted agencies 
today have established standards of supervisory methods which make such 
practices in foster homes used by them impossible 
One must realize that many persons who offer free care to 
children, and some who take them to board are in search primarily 
of self-fulfillment in an object of devotion, or of a response 
that they have failed to obtain elsewhere, or of an opportunity to 
shape to their own design some young, malleable, personality* 
Such persons sometimes believe that they are actuated by the 
purest, the most unmixed, of motives - the desire to make some 
child happy, and it may be no easy task to discover, in advance 
of placement the most self-regarding aspects of their feelings* 
There can be no doubt, however, that like own parents, they are 
sometimes seeking compensation in children for frustrated affec¬ 
tions and disappointed ambitions, or are endeavoring to find 
through them release from feelings of guilt which may long have 
been warping their own personalities. It is not the selfishness 
or baseness of these more or less hidden aims that concerns those 
engaged in finding homes for children but rather the danger to 
the children of being used for ends not their own. The individ¬ 
ual who is happily free from the compelling necessity of shaping 
others to his needs, is sought as a foster parent by the agency* 
This does not mean that such an individual is above receiving 
satisfaction from the response of a child to interest and 
affection, but merely that the desire for response would never 
be permitted to obscure the goal of independence and self¬ 
guidance for the child*- 
Specific Request 
While the agency has the final decision as to what child will be 
placed in a particular home, this decision is guided to a great extent by 
the boarding parents’ wishes. This choice is discussed at the time of 
1 
Sayles, og* cit*, p. 16, 
2 
Sayles, og» cit*, pp. 17-18* 
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application, and is reviewed and revised after the parents know about the 
children who need care and the caseworker has had a chance to become 
acquainted with the boarding family* Boarding parents have prejudices as 
do all people, meaning that they can give of themselves more spontaneously 
and freely to a child who calls out their empathy naturally, and therefore 
they should be given the kind of child they feel capable of caring for and 
want to take.-*- 
It is fortunate when foster parents agree in their tastes in 
children, for when they differ, there is likely to be trouble - 
either conflict at the start, or a yielding by one which will 
bring difficulty for all concerned later on. An agreement by 
which two children were taken, each parent having the deciding 
vote regarding one, might prove a solution, provided it was in 
the nature of an easygoing compromise with plenty of good will 
on both sides*’ 
Young children seemed to be preferred by most of the foster parents. 
Eight of the foster parents in 19U9 and six in 1959 gave their desired age 
range which specifically included the early school age child. Four foster 
parents in 19U9 and none in 1959 gave their age range beginning with the 
very young child. Only two foster parents, both of whom were in 19U9, did 
not give any specific age range* however, one did specify small children. 
Three foster parents, one in 19b9 and two in 1959, gave their age range to 
include early adolescents. Only two foster parents, both in 1959, began 
their age range with infants* The number of foster parents requesting girls 
was about evenly divided between 19h9 and 1959, with five in each year. It 
was a very different story for the foster parents requesting boys* Seven 
foster parents in 19l;9 requested only boys whereas none in 1959 did so. 
Ï 
Gordon, op. cit., p, lUl. 
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Sayles, 0£. cit., p. 27* 
36 
There were five foster parents during both years who requested either sex. 
During 1959 ten of the foster parents made the decision together as to age 
and sex of the children they desired. In 19U9 there was no recorded 
information available on this. 
References and Community Standing 
"The foster family's standing in the community has to be ascertained* 
This information is obtained from such sources as references from community 
figures, pastor, and school authorities*"'*' There has been a decided change 
in the attitude toward social references in recent years, reflecting the 
point of view that homefinding is a specialized casework task, and that the 
ultimate decision to accept or reject a home is an agency responsibility, 
based on the understanding that comes from direct interviews with the ap¬ 
plicants* Increasing confidence in the caseworker's ability to elicit 
information, to get to know the various family members, and to form a sound 
judgment, has changed the approach and timing of considering social ref¬ 
erences during the casework process. These opinions may be solicited by 
mail or by personal interview after the agency has decided that on the basis 
of the study, a particular home will be considered for use. This procedure 
should be among the last steps in the study in order not to embarass the 
family unnecessarily by involving their friends, in case their home proves 
unacceptable for personal reasons which they wish to keep private. The 
purpose of such visits or quests for information is to get to know the 
kinds of people outside their family group, and what these people think of 
the foster parents. This information also may reveal the reception the 
Ï ' “ 
Glickraan, op. cit*, p. 168. 
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child will be given by friends of the boarding parents. Generally, the 
friend confirms the caseworker’s own observations about the overt behavior 
of the family members«*" 
Four references per foster family are required by the agency. Three 
of these are sent written form letters inquiring of their knowledge of the 
foster parents, and one reference is visited by the worker. The names of 
these references are supplied by the foster parents at the time of their 
application to the agency* All of the references used by the foster parents 
were high in their praise of them. Those in 19U9 were felt able to give 
very good care to children* Their references for the most part, referred 
to their ability and capacity to care for children rather than to personal 
qualities. In 1959, the personal qualities of foster parents were em¬ 
phasized strongly with their ability to care for children having a sec¬ 
ondary position. 
In 19^9* most of the foster parents seemed to be interested and have 
an active part in the church. Several of them were civic-mindedj however, 
there were few community leaders in the group. In 1959 > the church seemed 
to hold the most interest for the foster parents as a whole. There was an 
increase in the number of civic-minded individuals and leaders in the 
community. During both of these years the foster parents were well thought 
of and respected by the neighbors. 
Family Interrelationships 
The interrelationships within the foster family, especially 
the special needs of one family member for another - the ri¬ 
valries, and the scheme of family balance need to be known. 
- " 
Gordon, og. cit., pp. 138-139# 
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Knowledge of how the relationships are constructed and what needs 
of each member are in the marital, parent-child, and sibling 
relationships will provide signposts indicating what would upset 
the balance in them or aggravate existing strains there in terms 
of the placement of any child or any particular kind of child*1 
Mxch can be learned from careful observation of the emotional forces 
operating within the home. In seeing the family together the worker is able 
to get some feeling of the emotional relationships. It may be possible to 
observe who is the dominant member of the family, and how this individual 
is accepted and the kind of participation displayed by the children, if 
2 
any, in family life. 
TABLE 13 
Study Sample By Dominant Family Member 
Father Mother Neither Daughter Total 
19h9 k 10 2 0 16 
1959 2 11 1 1 1 
Total 6 21 3 1 31 
Foster mothers tend to be the dominant members of their families. The 
dominant foster mother is the member of the family who most often makes its 
decisions. This does not mean that she is domineering and overrides every¬ 
body’s wishes, but that she is her family's leader* Perhaps social workers 
find a high degree of dominance in foster mothers because they are the kind 
of women with excess energy who take steps to channelize it. Walking into 
1 
Glickman, og. cit., p. 177« 
2 
Fredericksen, og. cit», p. l61u 
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an agency to fill out a form to take foster children is one form of it.^ 
The foster mother seemed to be the dominant member in the homes in 19li9 
and 1959* There were a few instances in which the foster father was the 
dominant one. It was also noted that in two homes in 19h9 and one in 1959 
there was no dominant member of the family and in one family in 1959 the 
daughter was the dominant member* 
There was very little difference seen in the kinds of family inter¬ 
relationships during 19^9 and 1959» They were generally of harmony and 
mutual respect, having been seen in nine homes in 19U9 and eight homes in 
1959* Compatible interrelationships were seen in one home in 19U9 and two 
homes in 1959* In one home in 19h9 there was no one else but the foster 
mother} therefore no information was given concerning family interrelation¬ 
ships* In three homes in 19U9 and two homes in 1959 where the mother was 
the dominant member, the family interrelationships were quite dependent on 
the mother’s actions and feelings. This same sort of situation was seen in 
two homes in 19U9 and two homes in 1959 when the family interrelationships 
seemed to revolve around the father. In one instance in 1959 the family 
interrelationships were closely interwoven with the daughter's being the 
dominant member of the family. 
Physical Standards 
Physical facilities of the home should present no hazards to the 
safety of the foster child. Physical standards should be of a degree of 
comfort sufficient to insure the well-being of the family and its self- 
respect in the community in which it resides. Foster homes should be 
Ï 
Charnley, og. cit.. pp. 167-168. 
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located where school, church, recreational and other community facilities, 
and the office of the social agency are reasonably accessible. Sleeping 
arrangements should be such that a separate bed can be provided for each 
child. There should be sufficient sleeping space so that neither the 
family's own children nor the foster children share the bedroom of any 
adult# Sleeping rooms should not be shared by children of opposite sexes#^ 
TABLE 1U 
Study Sample By Type of Neighborhood 
191+9 1959 Total 
Middle income, residential, clean h 8 12 
Moderately low income, house in 
fair repair 0 1 1 
Middle income, industrial 0 2 2 
Upper middle income, residential 0 1 1 
Middle income, business-residen¬ 
tial, racially mixed 0 2 2 
Middle income, residential, 
racially mixed 7 1 8 
Rural, quiet, clean h 0 k 
Suburban, clean, residential l 0 1 
Total 16 15 31 
The majority of foster parents lived in middle income neighborhoods 
which were primarily residential. In 19l;9 there were some foster parents 
who lived in rural or suburban neighborhoods but none of these were present 
1 
Child Welfare League of America, Standards for Foster Family Care 
Service (New York, 1959) P« 37* 
la 
in 1959* Only one home was in the moderately low income neighborhood. 
TABLE 15 
Study Sample By Number of Rooms in Home 
191*9 1959 Total 
Five 2 3 5 
Six 1* 1* 8 
Seven 3 1* 7 
Eight 3 2 5 
Nine 2 2 1* 
Ten 2 0 2 
Total 16 15 31 
More foster homes in both 19k9 and 1959 had six or seven rooms. In 
19l*9 there were also two homes that had two rooms but none in 1959 had that 
many. There was one home more in 1959 that had five rooms and one less 
home that had eight rooms. 
TABLE 16 
Study Sample By Number of Bedrooms in Homes 
191*9 1959 Total 
Two 1* h 8 
Three 5 5 10 
Four 1* 3 7 
Five 2 3 5 
Six 1 0 1 
16 15 31 Total 
k2 
There were five homes in both 19U9 and 1959 that had five bedrooms 
each. In 19U9 the same number of homes had two and four bedrooms each 
while in 1959 the same number of homes had four and five bedrooms each. In 
19^9 one home had six bedrooms but no home in 1959 had that many bedrooms. 
Emotional Atmosphere of Home 
The general emotional stability and tone of the home atmosphere 
should be ascertained. Is there a too-still quality, a tomb-like quiet, or 
a restful peace? Is it gay and fun-loving or tense and oppressive, with 
strictness and melancholy? Is it disorganized and scattered, making for 
discomfort and loneliness, or is there a sense of unity and sharing? What 
are the prevailing moods?^ 
The atmosphere of twelve homes in 19U9 and ten hones in 1959 was 
relaxed, warm, and friendly. Three homes in 19i*9 and four homes in 1959 
were described as still, pleasant, and harmonious. There was only one 
home in 1959 found to be cold, formal, and rigid, in its atmosphere. In 
19U9 only one home was described as being relaxed but not too warn. 
1 
Glickman, oj>. cit., p. 169. 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Homefinding involves the procedure of selecting foster families to 
assist the agency in giving boarding care to children who need placement. 
This procedure begins with the recruitment of prospective foster families 
and continues until some decision is made regarding the use of their home. 
Foster parents usually have some unmet need in their lives5 they hope that 
through foster care this need may be gratified fully or at least partially. 
The homefinder has to take this point into consideration in addition to 
many other aspects of the foster parents’ lives. Mich factual information 
is needed to make a foster home study in order to determine if the prospec¬ 
tive foster parents can be of service to the agency. 
One of the changes in homefinding has been a trend toward an increas¬ 
ed emphasis on applicants' human and personal qualities rather than on 
intellectual and financial factors* 
The purpose of the study was to examine and coupare the characteris¬ 
tics of foster parents during two years - a decade apart - to note if there 
had been any significant changes in the kinds of people who become foster 
parents at the Bureau for Child Care. 
Pertinent material on the subject was read. Cases were selected at 
regular intervals from the total populations of accepted foster homes for 
the years chosen, 19b9 and 19^9. A schedule was used to record data 
obtained from the records. Only thirty-one cases for two years at the 
Bureau for Child Care were studied. 
Foster family care is an expression of concern for the welfare of 
children; it provides substitute family life for children who are unable 
U3 
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to live with their parents. It offers an opportunity for healthy devel¬ 
opment for these children who can use it* There have been some marked 
changes in foster family care in the past two decades as a result of changes 
in social conditions* 
Foster home placement is an art and requires much skill and sensitiv¬ 
ity on the part of the social workers engaged in it* Social workers have 
referred to the social sciences to help them match the child with the fos¬ 
ter family in order for them both to have a satisfying experience in fos¬ 
ter care* 
Homefinding has passed through several stages beginning with the 
moralistic approach. Today homefinding has benefited from the psychiatric 
influence in casework to the extent that the worker realizes the importance 
of studying both the superficial and the underlying aspects of the home to 
determine if a home will be beneficial to a foster child. 
Most children deprived of parental care should have the opportunity 
to benefit from foster family care* Foster care is appropriate for chil¬ 
dren under six, adolescents, family groups of children, and children with 
severe emotional problems. Foster care is generally not appropriate for 
children whose special needs or underlying emotional problems prevent them 
from forming emotional relationships inherent in normal family living* 
Of the varicus types of foster homes, the boarding home is the one 
most in use today* In this type of home, the foster parents receive finan¬ 
cial remineration for their services. 
The following data were foundt similarities between the foster parents 
of 19U9 and 1959 were seen in several characteristics* Most of the foster 
parents fell in the age range of forty to fifty. The Baptist religion was 
U5 
preferred by most of the foster parents. All foster fathers were employed* 
The family interrelationships were generally the same for most of the fos¬ 
ter parents. The majority of foster mothers were described as kind, and 
warm, whereas most of the foster fathers were described as being warn, 
mature and understanding. The majority of foster parents had some experience 
in child rearing and requested young children. The most common reason 
given for wanting to board foster children was the same in both years. The 
church seemed to be the primary interest of the foster parents. The fos¬ 
ter mothers were the dominant members of the majority of families. Most of 
the homes had the same number of rooms and bedrooms with the atmosphere 
being pleasant* relaxed and friendly. 
Differences between the foster parents in 19U9 and 1959 were also 
seen in several characteristics. More foster parents in 1959 had received 
a high school education. More foster fathers in 1959 had been employed for 
more than fifteen years. The income level was higher in 1959 than it was 
in 19U9. Many more foster mothers were employed in 19U9 than in 1959* 
Love and understanding were felt by many foster parents in 1959 to be the 
correct way to rear a child. They also felt that punishment by means of 
deprivation of some desired item or activity was effective. In 19U9, 
patience and understanding were felt to be the important ideas on child 
rearing. More of a variety of reasons for wanting to board foster children 
was given in 19li9* More boys were specifically requested in 19U9. The 
references of the foster parents in 19l|9 tended to refer to qualities and 
capabilities as foster parents and in 1959 more personal qualities were 
brought out. In 1959» an increase was seen in the number of civic-minded 
individuals and leaders in the community. The type of neighborhood in 
which most of the foster parents of 19^9 lived were of middle income and 
racially mixed; however, in 1959 the only change seen in the neighborhood 
was that it was not racially mixed. 
This study pointed out the similarities and differences between fos¬ 
ter parents in 19U9 and 1959 at the Bureau for Child Care. This procedure 
was done in order to make a comparison that would determine if there had 
been any significant changes in the kinds of people who became foster 
parents in a decade* 
There were slightly more similarities than differences found between 
the foster parents in 19U9 and those in 1959* Most similarities were seen 
in their personal characteristics indicating the types of people interest¬ 
ed in foster care and who become foster parents did not change in a ten- 
year period. The differences in the personal characteristics indicated that 
the 1959 parents were on a higher socio-economic level. 
The number of similarities and differences in the characteristics as 
foster parents was the same. The similarities pointed out that these fos¬ 
ter parents had about the same ideas or interests and concepts of the ideal 
family. The differences showed a trend that corresponded to the trend 
presented in the literature concerning the ideal kind of situation into 
which an agency prefers to place a child. 
The following conclusions were drawn from the study* 
(a) The foster parents had achieved a higher socio-economic level; 
(b) The environmental factors showed a slight upward change; 
(c) The emotional factors remained about the same; 
(d) There was no change seen in the personality of the foster parents; 
(e) Some change was seen in the foster parents' ideas and experience in 
hi 
child rearing which showed a trend toward modem trends as reflected in 
the literature; 
(f) A slight change was seen in the foster parents’ specific requests for 
foster children, with boys being less in demand and the reasons for 
wanting children became less varied; 
(g) The family interrelationships remained generally the same over the 
decade* 
The findings showed that as a group, the foster parents in 1959 were 
in many ways similar to those in 19U9* However, the differences indicated 
that there were sufficient significant changes, mostly positive, to conclude 













Physical Health Physical Health 
Occupation Occupation 
Number of Years Number of Years 
Income Income 
Personality Personality 
Number of Times Married  Number of Times Married_ 
Number of Years Married Own children at home  
Own children outside home  
Others in household 
Other income and source 
Ideas on child rearing 
Experience in child rearing^ 
U9 
So 
Type of neighborhood 
Physical condition of home 
Standing in community 
Atmosphere of home  
Evaluation of references 
Stated reason for wanting to board foster children 
Other reasons revealed during course of application and home study 
Number and sex of children desired 
Agreement of foster parents on this decision 
Ever boarded children before? From where? How long? 
Ever applied for children before? From where? How long?  
Ever considered adoption? If yes, why not followed through? 
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Social Service Exchange Registration 
Dominant member of family  
Family interrelationships  
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